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Sean Stanton performs his original songs at the 


talent show on April 9. See story on page 8. 
From suburban jungle to the real 


Field studies in 
natural systems takes 


students to Ecuador 


By SARA CoDAIR 
News Editor 


This summer, 16 students from 
Northern Essex, along with profes- 
sors Marcy Vozzella and Ken 
Thomas, will be going to Ecuador for 
three weeks. This is not a vacation, 
but a class called field studies in nat- 
ural systems. 

The purpose of the class is to give 
Students an opportunity to go some- 
where they would not normally go, 

and more importantly, get a deeper 

understanding of the science they are 

learning. 

~ “I believe you can teach science 
in any setting, but to really experi- 

"ence it, you need to do field 

‘Tesearch,” said Vozzella. 

_ “The best way learn things is by 

doing things,” said Thomas. 


. NECC’s own rock star 


Andrew Wahl photo 


Using an analogy, Thomas said 
some could tell you what it as like 
riding a roller coaster, but until you 
rode one yourself, you would not 
know what it was like. He said by 
taking students out into this environ- 
ment, they could actually see and 
apply what they have been studying 
theoretically. 

Two of the students going Kristy 
Boyd and Doug Wolcik, Boyd wants 
is going because she loves to travel 
and wants the experience of seeing a 
whole new world. 

Wolcik is going because he loves 
traveling and is a hands-on learner. 

Boyd said, “I can’t wait for the 
experience, to take in everything, and 
to get experiences I can use in the 
future.” 

Before they leave on the trip, the 
students have to attend three 
Saturday lecture classes. Each class 
will cover something that they will 
experience on the trip, like rock, 
plant and soil formation, plate tecton- 
ics and climate. 

Their textbook is called “A Neo- 
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Sommuinity College 


Gwen Stefani’ new album 
receives not-so-sweet review 


| NECC trustee under 


state investigation 


Flaherty put on paid 
leave from job with 
City of Haverhill 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


NECC trustee Kevin Flaherty was 
placed on paid leave from his job with 
the City of Haverhill on Jan. 30 as a 
result of state troopers raiding the 
Highway Department on Primrose 
Street armed with a search warrant 
from the state attorney general’s 
office. 

According to Ted VanNahl, 
Mayor James Fiorentini’s chief of 
staff, Flaherty, special projects coordi- 
nator for the Highway Department, 
was put on paid leave, which is the 
city’s standard procedure during a 
criminal investigation that “has hap- 
pened maybe half a dozen times.” 

Flaherty’s father, Highway 
Superintendent James Flaherty, was 
also put on paid leave, according to 
VanNahl. The subject of the investiga- 
tion has not been disclosed. 

“These are very unusual circum- 
stances where they were not charged 
with a crime but the duties they are 
responsible for could not be done 
properly while the investigation con- 
tinues. We felt this was an appropriate 


Tropical Companion” and Boyd said 
it basically has everything about the 
rainforest, and more. 

Boyd said “I am looking forward 
to seeing all the new species that I 
have never encountered before and 
hiking in the Andes.” 

The students start their journey in 
Quito, Ecuador, at 9,350 feet. From 
there they drive up the Andes to a 
peak elevation around 14,000 feet. As 
they drive up, the will study the dif- 
ferent types of rocks, and how the 
mountains were formed, 

This is the part of the trip that 
Vozzela is looking forward to the 
most. She said, “One of my favorite 
places in the world is the Andes and 
it’s time I get back there.” 

For Wolick, it is experiencing the 
vastness of the forest without any 
artificial lights or noises. 

For Thomas, it is getting back 
into the rainforest canopy, he said, 
“Very few people who are not native 
to the rainforest ever get to go up into 


See Equatorial page 7 


course of action. We didn’t want to 
punish them for an unsubstantiated 
crime. As of yet, they have not been 
charged with a crime,” said VanNahl. 

According to the Eagle-Tribune’s 
review of the Department of Public 
Works’ payroll, James Flaherty 
approved 15,417 overtime hours in 
2006, providing workers with an extra 
$330,000 on top of their annual com- 
bined salaries of $1.5 million. 

Although most of the depart- 
ment’s 33 workers were paid for hun- 
dreds of hours of overtime in 2006, 
Kevin Flaherty collected more over- 
time pay than any other worker, 
according to the Eagle-Tribune’s arti- 
cle by Shawn Regan on March 25. He 
was paid more than $24,000 for 1,152 
hours of overtime, or an average of 23 
overtime hours per week. The over- 
time pay boosted Flaherty’s salary by 
50 percent, from $48,158 to $72, 193, 
according to the article. 

Despite the investigation, Flaherty 
remains on the NECC Board of 
Trustees. 

“Kevin is a good board member. 
He’s someone that we continue to 
value. He has been accused of nothing 
so he remains in good standing on the 
board,” said NECC president David 
Hartleb. 

The 11-member board is responsi- 
ble for supervising the president of the 
college, overseeing the school’s $46 
million annual budget, approving all 
full-time faculty hirings and setting 


Coaeeeneekoes 
Kevin Flaherty, member 
of the Board of Trustees 


school policy. Trustees do not receive 
pay or any other benefits. 

Flaherty was appointed to a five- 
year term on the board by Governor 
Mitt Romney. He graduated from 
NECC in May 2005 with an associate 
degree in liberal arts. 

“One never knows how these 
things will turn out and they can hurt a 
person’s reputation so it is incumbent 
that we be careful in how we respond 
to these situations. In our country 
everyone is innocent until proven 
guilty,” said VanNahl. 

Kevin Flaherty could not be 
reached for comment. 
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Courtesy photo 
Ken Thomas and Marcy Vozzella in the rainforest. 
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Notice needed when 
shrinking student lot 


Student parking here on cam- 
pus can be extremely hard to find 
in the morning. Most of us are usu- 
ally running a few minutes late and 
don't have 10 minutes to find a 
parking spot without being late for 
class. We somehow manage to find 
somewhere to park our vehicles 
and get to class on time when 
entire lot is open to student park- 
ing. 

However, on April 4, many 
students received a disappointing 
surprise when they arrived on 
campus. Approximately one quar- 
ter of the students’ parking lot was 
roped off for the Merrimack 
Valley Chamber of Commerce’s 
Business Expo taking place in the 
Sports and Fitness Center. 
Students were forced to drive end- 
less circles around the lot in des- 


perate hope of a place to park. 

With the possibility of arriving 
to the classroom late increasing 
every minute, many students suc- 
cumbed to what is classically 
known as road rage. With every- 
one rushing through the lot, it 
seemed as though a fender bender 
or two was bound to happen. 

A simple solution to assure 
that students can arrive to class 
on time and that these near-miss- 
es become not so near, send out 
an announcement to all students 
that parking could prove prob- 
lematic on a certain day due to an 
event that is taking place on cam- 
pus. 

Events such as the Business 
Expo should add to a student’s 
experience on campus, not turn it 
into a day where some may feel 
like they want to pull their hair out 
from the stress of something so 
simple as parking their car. 
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MUSHROOM CLOUD! 
NO TIME TO THINK, WE MUST 


BLINDLY ACT NOW! 


SOONG 


NOWADAYS: 
SS 


NOW, NOW... LET'S NOT 
BE HASTY. WE WOULDN'T 
WANT TO DO ANYTHING 
BRASH BEFORE ALLTHE 

FACTS ARE INw 


MCT cartoon 


Do you feel that police sometimes 
abuse their power? 


Adrianna Holden-Gouveia, 
Math/Computer Science Faculty 
“Yeah. I read this newspaper article 
where a man was shot by the police 
multiple times, because they thought 
he had a weapon. It’s not so much a 
problem here as in bigger cities.” 


Maria Montfusco, Early Childhood 
Development 

“Yeah. I think that because they’re in 
control, they think that they can get 
away with things that most of us can’t. 
Like speeding, for example.” 


Jessica Vargas, Accounting 

“Yes. I’ve never been in that position, 
but I’ve heard about stuff from other 
people. Sometimes when something 
happens, it’s obvious they don’t know 
what to do and take it out on some 
person off the street.” 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Brianne Baker, Business Transfer 
“Kind of. Sometimes I’ve been driv- 


ing and I see cops turning on their 
lights at traffic stops while they’re 
red, so that they don’t have to wait for 
it to turn green.” 


Sheila 


Velez, Childhood 
Development 

“You see things on TV that make you 
think. You never know. You see these 
things, and realize how easy it is for a 
person in authority to abuse their 
power.” 


Early 


Artie Carew, Liberal Arts 

“T can’t say. I haven’t had many run- 
ins with the police. I guess you could 
say I’m pretty neutral.” 


Justice or discrimination? 


An account of a 
police forces abuse 


of power 

By ARTEMIS SAVORY 

Contributing Reporter 

On the 

night of Friday, 
March 24, a 
couple in their 
late teens 


stepped into a 
graveyard and 
were surround- 
ed by flashing 
blue lights in 
just seconds. 
My boyfriend, 
Chris, and myself were that couple, 
and we were arrest- 
ed that night. 

At least five 
cops were at the 
scene, all males. 
Chris was dressed 
all in black as usual, 
and any stranger 
would take him to 
be a deviant at first 
glance, based only 
on his appearance. 
All questions asked 
were directed 
toward him and my 


their eyes, maybe he had confessed — 
because they suddenly slammed him 
down on the hood and cuffed him. I 
just stared wide-eyed with shock as 
they cuffed me as well. 

They shoved me into a cop car 
and continued to screw with Chris. 
First of all, they did not read him his 
rights before interrogating him. They 
did not inform us that we were under 
arrest, and for some reason | had the 
suspicion that we would not have 
been arrested if Chris had been 
dressed like a “normal” person. 
They told him that he’d been tres- 
passing, and he apologized, saying 
he hadn’t meant it. One of the offi- 
cers: threatened Chris with pepper 
spray for no real reason. 

Meanwhile, back in the car, all I 
knew was that they had gotten rid of 
me and could do whatever they want- 
ed to Chris. I tried calling my par- 
ents, to no avail since I could not 
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I managed to get the cuffs out in front of 
me and called my mother. I told her I 
couldn’t see anything and that I was 
locked in a room with handcuffs on. 
She was livid and told me she was on 
her way. 


him for a half-hour. They asked 
about stupid things. They asked if he 
was suicidal, and so on. They took 
pictures of his scars too. 

I managed to get the cuffs out in 
front of me and called my mother 
again. I told her I couldn’t see any- 
one and that I was locked in a room 
with handcuffs on. She was livid and 
told me she was on her way. I was 
still talking to her when a cop 
unlocked the door, took the phone 
from me and snapped it shut, and 
then returned the cuffs behind my 
back. 

Later I was searched. They final- 
ly took my cuffs off for this. They 
made me remove my necklace, 
which meant snapping the string, and 
all of my clothes — although after I 
was allowed to put most of them 
back on. Then they took my picture, 
got my fingerprints, and took pic- 
tures of any scars I had. The guy at 
the computer asked 
me my _ name, 
where [ lived, and 
so forth — basic 
stuff. He did not 
ask whether I was 
suicidal and did not 
ask if I was on 
drugs as he had 
asked Chris. 

After this I was 
put into a tiny cell 
probably a quarter 
the size of the first 


replies ignored. At 
the time, I thought 


the reason for this was because he 


looked more like the type to lash out, 
but later I decided it was most likely 
just because he was a male, and I a 
female. The cops joked with us and 
must have found it very relieving to 
have a couple of harmless teens to 
mess with. The whole thing most cer- 
tainly was a joke, since we’d done 
nothing wrong. They frisked Chris 
and found his headband and his 
spiked collar, laughing at him the 
whole time. They were confiscating 
the collar, and when Chris started to 
argue, they threatened to arrest him, 
so Chris gave it up. 

We learned that they were out 
searching for people who had set off 
some fireworks, which we’d heard 
and Chris had seen only minutes ear- 
lier. He said he could show them 
where he had seen the lights, but in 


reach the phone to my ear with the 
cuffs on. When they were done with 
Chris they shoved us into a van, one 
on one side, the other on the other 
side. They were messing with me 
too, I think, because they kept asking 
if I was male or female. 

When we got to the Police 
Station I made sure that my eyes 
were dry and I jumped the last foot to 
the ground without the officer’s help, 
since it appeared that he was trying 
to give it. Chris followed. They 
threw me in a large cement room and 
locked fhe large metal door behind 
me. There was a camera in one cor- 
ner of the room. I called my mother 
on my cell and told her the injustice 
of what was going on. She was going 
to make some calls. I listened at the 
door to what they were doing to 
Chris. They must have questioned 


room. I was there 

for only about 20 
minutes (doing jumping jacks and 
crunches and singing the whole time 
— the echo was excellent) before 
another girl took my place in the cell, 
and they had me sit out in the room 
where the pictures are taken and the 
information acknowledged for 
incoming arrests. Some 14-year-old 
boy came in and they found alcohol 
on him and marijuana. They asked 
him some of the same questions 
they’d asked Chris. I think they just 
don’t ask the girls much because they 
don’t care. But they are so rude to the 
guys. 

Both Chris and myself were 
charged with trespassing, and Chris 
was charged with possession of a 
deadly weapon. In court it was made 
known that there had been no gate 
and no sign stating that it was not 
legal to enter the graveyard at night. 


Obama rakes in $25 million 


Financially toe-to-toe 
with Hillary, Obama 
could be a major 


contender 


By JARED HAMOUAI 
Contributing Reporter 


| It has been 
ry 


free ceem t lvy, 
~, announced dur- 
,ing a confer- 
ence call with 
| financial sup- 
| porters, that 
| Sen. Barack 
| Obama’s cam- 
paign raised 
$25 million. 
Almost all this money was raised for 
| the primaries and caucuses in the run 
for president. 
This sudden jolt put Obama 
_ within striking distance to his front- 


runner, Sen. Hillary Clinton. She 
raised $26 million during the first 
quarter. Obama is said to have a 


shows that he could be favored in 
this election, because of the fact that 
he out-raised many more experi- 


slight advantage over Clinton, enced politicians. 

because it is not said how much she Obama’s campaign money came 
will actually from nearly 
use for the oS Se 100,000 
primaries. donors, 
“We won't * which _ sur- 
know what We could be looking at passed any 
Hillary the new president other candi- 
Clinton’s ° 2 date. Some of 
Anes right now: Barack SE one 


number is, 
maybe for a 
couple of 
weeks. It 
would be 


Obama ... This race for 
the presidency is going 
to be interesting. 


was received 
from Internet 
donations, 
and some 
were small 


shocking if 
we had not just surpassed her but 
with some margin,” said Obama 
campaign manager David Plouffe. 
This figure was phenomenal for 
him, and would be for any politician. 
He stands out, because of how new 
he is to the political scene. It also 


donations of 
$100 or even less. 

We could be looking at the new 
president right now: Barack Obama. 
He’s showing us already what he can 
do, and how many people support 
him. This race for presidency is 
going to be interesting. 
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Although Chris was charged with 
possession of a deadly weapon, my 
mom was desperate to make it known 
to our representative in court that the 
possession of spikes is not illegal in 
Massachusetts. We were let go with 
six months probation, meaning that if 
we get in no trouble for that period of 
time all charges will be dropped, on 
both counts. 


So as a warning to teenagers or 
yung adults wandering any city street 
in the future — it doesn’t matter what 
rights you have or whether or not 
you’ve done anything wrong. The 
Police Department discriminates 
against all persons of this age group 
and ignorance will not get you far. 


Northern Essex has 


got talent! 


Dear Northern Essex Community, 
On behalf of the Community 
Outreach Group, I would like to say 
thank you to everyone that helped 
make this year’s Talent Show a suc- 
cess, particularly everyone that per- 


formed, attended, and donated prizes. | 


All of the performances were out- 
standing and truly showed that 
“Northern Essex Has Talent.” 

The first prize of a memory stick 
went to Sean Stanton for his per- 
formance. David Coman-Hidy, DJ, 
Jose Garcia, Joanna Fortuna, Chris, 
Artemis, and Elaine Mawhinney all 
won prizes for their performances. 
We would like to thank the NECC 
Bookstore, Blockbuster Video, 
Dunkin’ Donuts, Toy Soldier Games 


“Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if 


and Comics, Candy Bouquet, and 
The Thai Kitchen (Haverhill) for 
generously donating the prizes. 
Once again, thank you for all of 
your support, and we look forward 
to seeing all of your talent again 
next year. 

We will be holding our final 
meeting of the year on Monday, 
April 23, at noon in Room C-108. 
We will be having a pizza party at 
that time to celebrate the end of the 
year. Anyone is welcome to attend 
and discuss plans for next year at 
that time. 

Sincerely, 


The Community Outreach 
Group 


you want to test a man’s character, give 


him power.” 


— Abraham Lincoln 


“You see what power is - holding some- 
one else’s fear in your hand and showing 


it to them!” 


— Amy Tan 


“Ultimately, the only power to which man 
should aspire is that which he exercises 


over himself.” 


— Elie Wiesel 


“Power tends to corrupt, and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely.” 
— Lord Acton 


“The highest proof of virtue is to possess 
boundless power without abusing it.” 
— Lord Macaulay 


“Power never takes a step back — only in 
the face of more power.” 
— Malcolm X 
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Easter: Is it the new Christmas? 


Easter gifts are 
getting pricier, retail 
is getting busier 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


. This week- 
end, like every 
weekend before 
. it, was spent 
working at my 
mind-numbing- 
ly boring retail 
job. Where from 
1:30 p.m. to 
9:30 pm, I 
spend my days 
alphabetizing DVDs and wandering 
the sales floor aimlessly, asking all 
three of the shoppers if they need 
help, only to ultimately be turned 
down for my services. The job isn’t 
necessarily bad, it’s just painfully 
boring, and boring usually causes 
_ time to stand still. 

So I was expecting another long 
weekend, but what I received was a 
genuine surprise. It was busy. And by 
busy, I mean that the day before 
Easter, we pulled in almost $9,000. 
$9,000! Imagine that much money, 
only in DVDs, CDs, video games, 
and useless novelty gifts like the 
“Official HOTTIE Card” and “I’m 
Not Paid Enough to be Nice to You” 
keychains. 

But that’s not all: People weren’t 
just buying little keychains and a 
couple CDs to fit into their children’s 


Easter baskets. Oh no — one woman 
bought her son an Xbox 360. Another 
person came in looking for an iPod 
case for the 80 gigabyte iPod she had 
just bought her husband for Easter. 
People bought entire DVD collec- 
tions, and piles of overpriced CDs. 
And all I could think to myself was 
“Wow, I’ve gotten fleeced every 
Easter of my life!” 

Of course, I always (and still do) 
associate Easter as a child’s holiday. I 
mean when I was a little girl, my 
mother took my sister and | to the 
mall to take pictures with the Easter 
Bunny. I colored eggs with my dad, 
and on Easter morning, my sister and 
I would look for our Easter basket 
that we believed the Easter Bunny 
had hidden for us. Inside the basket 
would be assorted little trinkets — 
usually various chocolates, small 
gifts like bubbles or crayons, and per- 
haps a stuffed animal. My parents 
usually stuffed a book in my basket 
(because I liked to read) and a video 
in my sister’s basket (because she 
didn’t). For dinner, my dad would 
cook a ham, I’d read my book, my 
sister would watch her video, and we 
would both gorge ourselves on sweet, 
sweet chocolate so that by the time 
dinner was ready, neither of us want- 
ed to eat. 

Then Easter was over, and that 
was the end of that. My parents never 
got anything for each other, nor were 
my sister and I expected to get any- 
thing for them. Once we reached a 
certain age, the Easter Bunny stopped 
coming, and Easter was pretty much 
over in our home. I started working 


every Easter, and each year it was the 
same: 

“Hey, I can’t believe you’re open 
on Easter!” a customer would say. 

To which I would respond: “It’s 
Easter?” 

(To which I would think in 
annoyance, “Yeah, it IS Easter, and 
we're only open because of people 
like YOU!!!” But I digress.) 

I worked this Easter too. When I 
got home, there were a line of cars 
outside of my neighbor’s house, pre- 
sumably for Easter dinner. Easter 
dinner? You’re supposed to have 
family over for Easter dinner? 

I think it was at that moment that 
it dawned on me: Easter is quickly 
becoming the new Christmas, only 
without the religious aspect. Which is 
ironic, because religiously speaking, 
in the Catholic Church, Easter is sup- 
posedly the most important Christian 
feast, taking precedence even over 
Christmas. But in mainstream 
American culture, Easter is consid- 
ered a minor holiday at best. 

But things could be changing — 
not religiously, but commercially. I 
encountered many parents out and 
about on Saturday afternoon, search- 
ing desperately for “Webkins” the 
hottest new item for children. I found 
children shopping for their parents, 
and people who talked about the 
plans for family to come over for din- 
ner. Some of these changes aren’t 
bad: Children should definitely give 
gifts to their parents, and having fam- 
ily over for Easter dinner is great — 
but parents, do you really need to 
indulge children in expensive video 


ATTENTION NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world's most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Package Includes: 
Medical & Dental » 401(K) + Tuition Assist 
Paid Vacations * UPS Bonus Program and Much More! 


[The UPS | | 


|EARN & 
LEARN 
peaate| 


ance * Holidays Off 


Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 


Get up to a2; 000° 


in College Education Assistance! 


* UPS Eam & Learn Program guidelines apply 


90 BRICK KILN ROAD * CHELMSFORD, MA 


BarrysClipArt.com 


Remember the simpler days of painting eggs? 


game systems? Save it for Christmas 
and birthdays. If it’s too big to fit into 
an Easter basket, it’s probably too big 
for Easter. And as for the $250 iPods, 
be rational: Kids lose things, and do 
kids even know enough music to fill 
up 30 gigabytes? At the place I work, 
they sell cute little Coby MP3 players 
with 512 megabytes for only $9.99. 
A far more Easter-appropriate pur- 
chase, I think. 

So next Easter, take it easy on 


the gifts. Realistically, a $50 Easter 
basket cap is more than enough for 
a child. There’s a reason it’s called 
spoiling a kid: Because when some- 
thing spoils, it goes bad. And while 
I know you want to buy your little 
baby everything in the world, chil- 
dren have to learn important les- 
sons about the world as an adult, 
especially this: Sometimes you 
need to work for what you really 
want. 
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NECC Foreign Film 
Festival brings many 
people together 


By MARK PALERMO 
Contributing Reporter 


April 7 marks the 10th anniver- 
sary of the Northern Essex Foreign 
Film Festival, which my wife, Esther, 
and I started with the help of the for- 
mer dean of the Lawrence campus, 
Kathy Rodger. The idea behind it was 
simple. Provide community college 
students a social experience that they 
miss because they don’t live on a uni- 
versity campus. And do something to 
build community, because a commu- 
nity college should be more than just 
a vocational and educational resource, 
but a cultural presence as well. 

Building community. What exact- 
ly does that mean? Many young peo- 
ple nowadays have no clue. One stu- 
dent asked me the following question: 
“Why should I attend a film festival if 
I can rent the DVD and watch it in the 
privacy of my own home?” He obvi- 
ously doesn’t get it. And it’s not his 
fault. His generation has never known 
a time without electronic messaging, 
video games, e-mail and Internet. 
They communicate through 
machines. They live mostly in stan- 
dardized suburban communities, her- 
metically sealed off from the experi- 
ences — both good and bad — that char- 
acterized the human interactions of 
the old ethnic neighborhoods. In 
Lawrence, where I grew up in the 
1950s and ‘60s, my generation was 
the last to know their old-world 
grandparents, most of whom were 
born in 19th century Europe. 

One of my grandmothers, for 
example, was a Lithuanian babushka, 
and [ still remember the delicious 
black peasant bread she would bake in 
her kitchen. And from the Italian side 
of my family, I remember my grand- 
father making his own wine in the 
basement of his _ three-decker. 
Looking back on experiences like 
these, which I took for granted at the 
time, I feel enriched to have had these 
connections to people. I go through 
my life with the memory of the obsta- 
cles they overcame, the challenges 
they faced and their aspirations, and 
these memories are integrated into 
who I am, not just intellectually, but 
viscerally — right down to the soul 
level. But kids nowadays are confused 
about what a community is, who they 
are, and where they come from. Too 
often unconnected to others and to 
nature, their time and energy are dis- 
placed by Internet and television 
where nothing has context. Some 
actually believe the Internet is their 
community. No wonder then that the 
spirit of our times is underscored by 
depression, boredom and loneliness. 

Something is isolating about 
modern life in America — and perhaps 
all industrialized countries. Unless 
people actively seek and build rela- 
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Something is isolating about the mod- 
ern life in America — and perhaps all 
industrialized countries. Unless people 


actively seek and build relationships, 
they can easily become islands. 


tionships, they can easily become 
islands. So welcome to the era of pri- 
vate electronic entertainment, where 
people are more adept at communicat- 
ing with and being entertained by 
machines than with other people. 
Even the ultimate human contact of 
real sex is being displaced by the 
pornography industry, whose world- 
wide revenues hit $97 billion last 
year, most of it made on the Internet. 

A bestseller came out a few years 
ago called “Bowling Alone,” by 
Robert Putnam who was a guest 
speaker a few years ago at NECC. 
Bowling was always a fun sport, 
which few people took very seriously, 
and practiced to have a fun night out 
with others. But an unprecedented 
trend has emerged in recent years in 
the bowling industry in which people 
have started coming to bowling alleys 
alone. The author uses this phenome- 
non as a metaphor for disengagement 
with community, the inhibition of col- 
lective participation in society or what 
he calls “the erosion of social capital.” 

I was reminded what social capi- 
tal is when my mother-in-law was 
staying with us a couple of summers 
ago. My wife is Latin American, as is 
her mother. And when her mother got 
sick, a continuing parade of her 
friends came to our door to bring 
food, flowers, to visit, or to inquire if 
they could help her. It continued every 
day until she was well again. Latin 
Americans so often have a finely 
developed sense of community, possi- 
bly because their governments do so 
little for them, except by default to 
leave them alone. So people must 
form associations and build relation- 
ships to resolve problems. We 
Americans used to do that here, but 


we don’t anymore. 


For most of human history, there 
was the family circle, and its exten- 
sions of kinship and the larger social 
group — all reinforced by codes, obli- 
gations and rituals. People of yester- 
year had no choice but to form com- 
munities — and fit into them — or find 
themselves abandoned to nature. 
That’s the way it was, but buried with- 
in the complexities of today’s mass 
society, one of our deepest needs is 
still for community and connection 
with others. 

So where does the film festival 
come in? We won’t change the world 
anytime soon by holding film festi- 
vals. But to build community where 
there was none, means to start where 
you are. A cultural renaissance has 
been emerging in Lawrence for the 
past dozen or so years. People want 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


Geen 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


shared experiences. The Taoist sage, 
Lao-tse, said, “A journey of a thou- 
sand miles begins with a single step.” 


Mark Palermo is an NECC facul- 
ty member. The NECC Foreign Film 
Festival takes place on Saturday 
nights (April 7, 14 and 21) at the 
Amesbury Street campus in 
Lawrence, across from the John 
Buckley Parking Garage. Screenings 
start at 8 p.m. All films subtitled. 
Admission is free. Parking is free with 
security on site. The event is open to 
the public. For information on films, 

go to the Web site, 
ee -//neccfilmfest.tripod.com. 
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Red Sox tickets 
being raffled off 


The hospitality and event 
management class is raffling off 
two Boston Red Sox tickets to 
help raise scholarship funds. 

The tickets are for Boston 
Red Sox vs. Detroit Tigers on 
Wednesday, May 16 at 7:05 p.m. 
Section 30, Row 4, Seats 3 and 4. 

The cost for raffle tickets is $1 
each or eight for $5. 

The winning ticket will be 
drawn on Monday, April 30 at 
noon in the Spurk Building lobby. 

Please see any hospitality stu- 
dent for tickets. For more infor- 
mation e-mail skauffman 
@necc.mass.edu. 


Mohegan Sun trip 


The hospitality and events 
management class will be sponsor- 
ing a day trip to Mohegan Sun on 
Saturday, April 28, leaving from 
the staff/visitor lot, Haverhill 
Campus at 7:30 a.m. and arriving 
back at 7:30 p.m. The cost is $25 
per person, which you will receive 


back in comps for food and gam- 
ing from Mohegan Sun. There will 
be movies, games and prizes on 
\the bus. For more information 
| please contact Sandy 
Kauffman at skauffman 
@necc.mass.edu. 


Snack center 
presentation 


On April 30 from 10 to 11:30 
a.m., Mariana Vilhena and 
Noemi Custodia-Lora’s human 
health and nutrition class and 
Marcy Vozzella’s environmental 
issues class will be presenting 
their semester-long service learn- 
ing projects in E155, proposing 
healthier food and a redesign for 
the B Building vending area. All 
are welcome for some or all of 
the presentations. 


Evolution versus 
intelligent design 


On Wednesday March 28 the 
Contemporary Affairs Club and 
the Christian Club will jointly 
sponsor a forum on evolution and 
intelligent design. The forum is 
designed to be informational and to | 
shed light on the complex argu- 
ments related to explanations of 
the origins of life. It will take place 
in Room C-110 from noon to 1 | 
p.m. 


Does your campus organiza- | 
tion or office have something to | 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be | 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


to Northern Essex 


Thousands get 
chance to improve 
their education 


By SARA CoDAIR 
News Editor 


Northern Essex received $25,000 
from the Verizon foundation to devel- 
op Web companion, or Web-enhanced 
components for its developmental 
courses such as English as a second 
language, and literacy programs. 

“Verizon has been generous in 
offering Northern Essex a grant every 
year” said Michael Pelletier, a 
Norther Essex professor who will be 
coordinating the grant. 

The college’s developmental 
courses are offered at both the 
Haverhill and Lawrence campuses. 
They are designed to help students 
with a high school diploma or a GED 
build skills in areas such as writing, 
reading and math to prepare them for 
college-level work. 

The literacy courses are for adults 
who do not have high school level 
skills and are preparing for a 
GED/high school diploma before 
entering college. 

Web companion or web-enhanced 
courses are already being successfully 
used in regular classrooms, and 
Pelletier says he wants to bring infor- 
mation technology to the ESL and liter- 
acy programs to enhance their courses. 

These Web-enhanced courses offer 
students access to course materials and 
links to appropriate Web sources 24/7. 


Verizon awards $25,000 


Courtesy photo 


Shown left to right are Jean Poth, NECC vice president of institutional 
advancement; Stephanie Lee, ‘regional director of public affairs, Verizon; Lane 
Glenn, NECC's vice president of academic affairs; and Wendy Shaffer, 
associate dean, institutional advancement. 


Pelletier said students in develop- 
mental courses need all the help they 
can get, and the grant from Verizon 
was a great opportunity. He said, 
“Having Web-enhanced courses will 


be a big help in mastering reading and 
writing.” 

There are more than 3000 students 
enrolled in these programs: 2,600 in 
developmental courses, and 470 in lit- 


eracy programs. 
The English as a second language 
program and its literacy program are 
offered in partnership with community 
agencies in Amesbury and Lawrence. 


Gay/Straight Alliance provides 
safe environment for students 


GSA will participate 
in Day of Silence 
on April 18 


By CHRISTINA 


BONGIORNI 
Contributing Reporter 


The Gay/Straight Alliance is an 
organization that is accepting of all 
According to Dina Brown, NECC 
coordinator of student activities, 
this organization has been around 
for approximately six years, hoping 
to spread acceptance of this way of 
life by being a common organiza- 
tion at most colleges 

Northern Essex’s faculty mem- 
ber David Johnedis said, “Although 
the Gay/Straight Alliance has a 
well-established history of commu- 
nity service, more than anything it 
is a safe, supportive, open forum for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning students and their 
allies to explore the realities of 
being queer.” 

The GSA is an organization on 
campus that is open to whomever 
This means, there are fluctuating 
numbers, but meetings usually con- 


sist of around 15 people. It is stu- 
dent run; allowing the focus to 
change as often as the students’ 
needs change. Their main focus is 
“support and empowerment” for 


any NECC student, Johnedis 
explained. 
Club member Angela 


Larochelle said, “Just being around 
other queer people and allies helps 
me feel that I’m not the only lesbian 


the proceeds are given to different 
charities. While normally a regu- 
lar activity, these charities are “not 
a focus this semester,” said 
Johnedis. 

The GSA tries to educate the 
campus on these members’ strug- 
gles. They will participate in the 
“Day of Silence” on April 18 to 
represent the hardships of everyday 
life for this minority group. This is 
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Just being around other queer people 
and allies helps me feel that I’m not the 


only lesbian at NECC. 
— Angela Larochelle 
at NECC.” to help make people aware, provid- 


The GSA works to bring the 
campus together. They take part in 
community service for charities, to 
make people aware of the organi- 
zation. Some examples are bake 
sales and food drives, from which 


ing basic education on this minori- 
ty’s struggles. It also symbolizes 
the students that have become vic- 
tims of harassment 

Most importantly, the GSA 
“provides a safe spot for students,” 


said Johnedis. 

This group usually talks about 
“issues students are confronting 
because of their sexual orientation,” 
said Johnedis. Usually, topics that 
are discussed are issues in the news 
or experiences people have. 

Johnedis said the group wants to 
interact with the students and get 
support from society. Meetings 
with this group are usually open and 
informal. Students are allowed to 
talk about what they feel needs dis- 
cussing. 

The Gay/Straight Alliance is out 
to help people. “Most students 
want to connect with students and 
get support,” Johnedis explained. 
Although there is silence in the col- 
lege community, students are pro- 
moted to come and talk of their 
frustrations of prejudices. 
Larochelle admitted that 
“_.Sometimes you can feel isolated 
here. But the Gay/Straight Alliance 
is a place you can be yourself and 
feel supported and not worry about 
being judged by others.” 

Johnedis said the goal of this 
club is not only hoping to spread 
acceptance, rather expecting to 
spread acceptance of this way of 
life. 

The GSA meets on Fridays at 
noon in C-108. 


National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
RE 


Scientist to catalog 
over 1,000,000 species 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
worldwide scientific effort to cata- 
log every living species has 
topped the | million milestone. 

Six years into the program the 
total has reached 1,009,000, 
researchers report. They hope to 
complete the listing by 2011, 
reaching an expected total of 
about 1.75 million species. 

Thomas M. Orrell, a biologist 
at the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of Natural History, said 
the finished catalog will include 
all known living organisms, from 
plants and animals to fungi and 
microorganisms such as bacteria, 
protozoa and viruses, animals. 


Senate will not stop 
paying for Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Senate will not stop paying for the 
Iraq war or relent from insisting 
that President Bush keep pressing 
the Baghdad government for a 
negotiated end to the violence, a 
top Democrat said Sunday. 

Michigan Sen. Carl Levin, the 
Senate Armed Service Committee 
chairman, took issue with an effort 
by Majority Leader Harry Reid to 
limit war spending after March 
2008 as a way to end U.S. involve- 
ment. 

Bush has asked Congress for 
more than $100 billion to pay for 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
this year. The House and Senate 
have approved the money, but their 
bills seek to wind down the war by 
including timeline for troops to 
come home — something Bush 
will not accept. 

The Senate bill would require 
a US. troop exit to begin within 
120 days, with a completion goal 
of March 31, 2008. The House bill 
would order all combat troops out 
by Sept. 1, 2008. 


Repealing of 
94-year-old law 
affects gay marriage 


BOSTON (AP) — Gay couples 
from across the country could be 
getting the green light to marry in 
Massachusetts after three of the 
state’s top political leaders said 
they support repealing a 94-year- 
old law that has blocked the prac- 
tice. 

While gay couples living in 
Massachusetts have been free to 
marry since 2004, following a rul- 
ing by the state Supreme Judicial 
Court, couples from other states 
have been barred from tying the 
knot here. 

What legal weight those certifi- 
cates would carry once the couples 
returned home is an open question. 
Most states prohibit gay marriage, 
but a Massachusetts certificate 
could provide couples with the 
foundation for legal challenges. 


Conference 


presents tol 


Professors and 
students from all over 
the East Coast come 


together at NECC 


By SARA CODAIR 
News Editor 


Northern Essex will be hosting 
the 33rd Annual Conference of the 
Eastern Community College 
Social Science Association. The 
theme of the conference this year 
is Tolerance and Humanity in the 
Social Sciences. 

Professors and students from 
community colleges along the East 
Coast will be coming together to 
see different presentations on tol- 
erance and meet with each other. 

The conference will be broken 
down into various sessions, which 
will include speakers and presen- 
tations. The sessions are about dif- 
ferent types of tolerance, like reli- 
gious and racial tolerance, and tol- 
erance in different settings, from 
everyday life to Iraq. There will 
also be meals and discussion 
times. 

According to Gerry Morin and 
Beth Wilcoxson this is the first 
time the conference is being held 
at Northern Essex and it is usually 
held in places like New York or 
New Jersey. 

The conference provides an 
opportunity for faculty and students 
to share their teaching and learning 
experiences. “Its nice to talk to 


. other faculty and see what they are 


doing with their 
classes” 


said j 
wilcoxcont ———_ ¢ 6 —_——_ 


Wilcoxson 
and Morin said 
the conference 
is also a good 
public relations 
opportunity for 
the school. 
Wilcoxson said, 
“We would go to 
other schools 
and come back 
talking about 
them, now they 
will come here and return talking 
about us.” 

They also hope that holding the 
conference at Northern Essex will 
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Professor Gerry Morin, left, and Assistant Dean Beth 
Wilcoxson are two of the people responsible for 
bringing the annual conference of the Eastern 
Community College Social Science Association to 


Northern Essex. 


spark an interest in newer faculty. 
Wilcoxson said, “Maybe new young 
faculty will make contacts and 
become active in this association 
like we were. 

“Every organization needs new 


“Every organization needs new blood 
and we are hoping that Northern Essex 
will contribute. 


-Beth Wilcoxson 


blood, and we are hoping Nothing 
Essex will contribute.” 

Two other people are involved 
in the planning of the conference: 


Maureen Dadekain Eukel, a part- 
time faculty member, and Tina 
Johnson, who is a graduate student 
at Tufts University. 

The conference is open to any 
student or faculty member, those 
who are staying for 
the entire thing and 
plan on eating the 
meals need to pre 
register, however, 
those who just 
want to attend vari- 
ous sessions can 
stop by at any time. 

They are 
expecting between 


60 and 75 people, 
and hoping for 
more. 

Students are 


welcome as well, 
and have been participating in the 
conference for the past six years. 


Equatorial excursion 


Continued from Page | 


its canopy.” 

From the top of the Andes, the 
group will drive down into the rain 
forest, where they will hike and 
canoe in small groups of four or five 
and be guided by a native and a nat- 
uralist. 

Wolick said, “‘it’s the largest 
ecosystem in the world, and I want 
to see as much as | can of it.” 

The next leg of the trip is to fly 
back over the Andes and visit the 
Avenue of Volcanoes with a geologist. 


For the last part of the journey, 
the group will go to Quito and its 
surrounding villages for a cultural 
experience. They will stay in a 
hacienda, and visit museums, local 
markets and national parks. 

“T can’t wait to take in the diver- 


sity of another country,” said 
Wolick. 
About planning the class, 


Thomas said, “It took a huge amount 
of work to get from the point where 
it was just an idea, to the point where 
it is actually happening.” 

He said that one of the reasons 
he wanted to do this class, was that 


some of these kids have never been 
out of this area. He said best way to 
get rid of prejudice is to become a 
minority, and what better place to 
become a minority than the middle 
of the rainforest. 

He hopes that from this experi- 
ence, they will gain a better under- 
standing of the natural world, and 
be that much closer to the reality of 
it. 

Vozzella said she looks forward 
to exploring somewhere she has 
been with people who have never 
been there, and being able to share 
their experience with them. 
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World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


World War Il bombs 
found in pond 


BEIJING (AP) — Twenty-five 
bombs believed to have been aban- 
doned by Japanese troops during 
World War II have been found in 
northeastern China, state media 
said. 

The bombs were discovered in 
a pond by a man in Huilin, a city in 
Heilongjiang province, the official 
Xinhua News Agency said Sunday. 
It did not say how the man found 
the explosives. 

Xinhua said patrolling police 
noticed the man’s son using an iron 
rod to play with one of the rusted 
bombs in front of a group of other 
students at school and confiscated 
It. 

The news agency did not 
describe the bomb’s type, but cited 
a policeman as saying it contained 
powder and a fuse and could 
explode. 

Authorities then found four 
more bombs at the boy’s home, 
Xinhua said. Twenty more were 
found in the pond, it said. 


Trouble over 
detained Iranians 


TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran’s 
foreign minister warned that coop- 
eration with Iraq could deteriorate 
if five Iranian diplomats detained 
by U.S. troops in Iraq are not set 
free. 

Foreign Minister Manouchehr 
Mottaki said Iran is seriously pur- 
suing the fate of the detained 
diplomats and urged Iraq to do the 
same, according to Iran’s state 
broadcasting company’s Web site. 

“If their efforts do not yield 
results, it will undermine Iran’s aid 
to Iraq,” the report quoted Mottaki 
as saying Sunday. 

The United States detained 
five Iranians in the northern Iraqi 
city of Irbil in January and refused 
to release them or allow Iranian 
officials a chance to visit the men. 


British servicemen 
may sell their stories 


LONDON (AP) — The 15 
British sailors and marines held by 
Iran for nearly two weeks have per- 
mission to sell their stories to the 
media, the Ministry of Defense 
said, citing “exceptional” interest. 

The decision drew complaints 
from some opposition politicians 
Sunday who said it could tarnish 
the image of Britain’s armed 
forces. 

Serving service personnel are 
usually not allowed to enter into 
financial arrangements with media 
organizations, but exceptions are 
allowed, the defense ministry said 
in a statement. 
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Talent runs amok at Northern Essex 


Community Outreach 
Group hosts 
talent show 


By ANDREW WAHL 
Special Section Editor 


Was that Celine Dion I just heard 
singing in Lecture Hall A? No one 
announced that she would be here!.. 
Performing live at NECC!.. Like, 
OH MY GOD! That was definitely 
the thought running through the 
minds of people strolling past the 
doorway to Lecture Hall A on 
Monday April 9. You could be sure 
of it. Well, maybe. Simon Cowell 
would probably beg to differ. 

Or, as some lollygagged around 
the lobby of the C Building from 
noon to | p.m., they may have been 
seized by what sounded like funky 
reggae and guitar plucking accompa- 
nied by a voice reminiscent of for- 
mer Sublime frontman Bradley 
Nowell. “But I thought he was 
dead!” people would have thought to 
themselves. 

But that’s what the talent show, 
hosted by the NECC Community 
Outreach Group, was all about: 
showcasing the talent of our own 
NECC students, and even faculty. 


5 Reasons to get 
involved: 

eMeet other students! 
eFree giveaways! 
eMeet the college 
administration! 


eLooks good on resume! 


eCommunity Service 
Learning opportunities! 


Student Activities & Orientation 
Tel: 978 556 3731 Haverhill, Sport & Fitness Center, D117 


Whether it was playing music, 
singing or reading poetry, the event 
was open to anyone brave enough to 
face a nearly full lecture hall. 
Among the talents that were 
demonstrated, there were a few that 
really stood out. Introduced only as 
“Chris,” this student sang over a 
recording of Celine Dion’s song 
“Dreaming Of You.” While she may 
not have been blessed with the mas- 
terful vocal prowess of Dion herself, 


Stanton held a captive audience for 
his time on stage. 

Although he may have come 
across as slightly cocky, with his ram- 
bunctious attitude as he introduced 
himself, he had every reason to be. 

His voice at times was reminis- 
cent of Bradley Nowell, but his gui- 
tar playing seemed very original. 
The conclusion of his set was met by 
vigorous applause from the audi- 
ence. 


Affairs Club, it really wasn’t that 
hard. The medium he chose to 
express himself through was poetry. 

However, it wasn’t your regular 
run-of-the-mill poetry. He read aloud 
a few Haikus that he had written 
himself. It was proof that poetry 
doesn’t have to be that boring, as 
many people may believe. For exam- 
ple; one of his haikus was about a 
diabetic girlfriend who would 
always leave crumbs in his bed. And 


Chris defiantly dressed another, 
the part and it looked like Ss eee cheianetan 
she felt the part as she his favorite 
sang. Dressed in an cle’ We need to try to get our numbers up. NEC ae 
gan ack dress, an 5 P, essors an 
moving her hands to the There are only six official members ine apparent 
lyrics and music, Chris gul tin self con- 
braved the audience to who 2 arly attend Meee ES: sciousness 
have her five minutes of she holds 
fame and to express her > concerning 
love for the star she has Joe Donlan her height ... 
looked up to since child- I guess you 
hood. She was embraced had to be 
by the crowd with there. 
applause. Tah tre 


“I’ve always been a fan of 
Celine,” Chris said. “Since I was a 
little girl, I’ve loved her.” 

The next act that really stood out 
was Sean Stanton, another NECC 
student. This kid has some spunk. 
Some funky reggae-ska-punk spunk, 
to be precise. Playing guitar and 
singing a medley of reggae songs 
mixed with his own material, 


Student Senate 
Positions Now 
Available 


Are you interested in getting involved on 


campus? 


“T’ve been playing since the sev- 
enth grade,” said Stanton. He said 
that he loves all music, but, as he 
showed everyone, reggae is what 
“gets (his stuff) going.” 

Stanton was a tough act to fol- 
low. But for David Conan-Hidy, a 
student from Pentucket Regional 
High in West Newbury, Mass., also 
the president of the Contemporary 


Are you interested in learning more about 


parliamentary procedure? 


The NECC Student 
Senate is now looking 
for 15 interested 
students to get 
involved. The time 
commitment is mini- 
mal, and the 
requirements include: 


Attending weekly videoconference 


meetings 


—Participating in other meetings, as needed 


Interested Students must have at least a 2.25 
GPA and have registered for a minimum of 6 


credits. 


poems were clever and well thought 
out, and something that actually 
made you laugh, or at least chuckle. 
Seriously, chuckles. No Joke. He 
delivered his material in a laid-back 
manner and spoke effortlessly to the 
crowd. 

Why haikus though? “Because 
they’re short, and easy to write,” 
Conan-Hidy replied. A_ simple 


LIVE! 


WORK! 
CREATE! 


fr 


answer to a simple question. Good 
enough. He also was met by genuine 
applause. 

The event served as not only an 
outlet for creative expression, but 
also as an effort to boost attendance 
and overall recognition of the 
Community Outreach group itself. 

The master of ceremonies for the 
event was Joe Donlon, a NECC stu- 
dent and member of the Community 
Outreach Group. And as fun as the 
event was for whomever attended or 
showcased some kind of talent, 
Donlon explained that the driving 
force behind it all was pretty much 
all PR. 

“We need to try to get our num- 
bers up,” Donlon said, discussing the 
reason the group decided to host the 
talent show. “There are only six offi- 
cial members who regularly attend 
our meetings.” 

So, if you were one of those stu- 
dents outside of Lecture Hall A 
whose interest was piqued by what 
you heard inside, you would have 
found upon further inspection, that it 
wasn’t Celine Dion you heard. And 
unfortunately, yes, Bradley Nowell 
is still dead. But for the ones fortu- 
nate enough to have attended, a 
glimpse at people getting their five 
seconds, or minutes, of fame doing 
what they love or aspire to be, no 
matter how good or bad they are at 
doing it. 


Studio/Lofts, 
1 Badr, 2 Bdr 


Live/Work Spaces 


The Cordovan at Haverhill Station, a brand new apartment community 


located in downtown Historic Haverhill is offering a unique opportunity. 
Work on the first floor, live on the second and enjoy all the convenience 


Designed for the entrepreneur in you! 


today! 


For more information, please stop by the 


Student Activities & Orientation Department for 


more information. 


Lawrence, Dimitry Building L133 


CQRDDVAN 


of your own storefront without the expense of a separate lease! 


This Pet Friendly community, within walking distance to the commuter 
rail, also offers beautiful studio/lofts, and 1 and 2 bedroom apartment 
homes. Whatever your choice, The Cordovan is just what you've been 
waiting for! Visit our spacious, bright and airy Model apartment home 


Grand Opening Special = 2 Months Free!* 


Call Today - (9888) 848-2062 


THE 


45 Locust Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 
www.TheCordovan.com 


THY: 525% 


Email: Information@TheCordovan.com 


OPEN 7 DAYS~ CALL FOR YOUR TOUR! 


AT HAVERHILEi STATION | 


@& 


* on select apartments 
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An audience member reads the information posted outside of the Top Notch 
Theater about the 1911 disaster. 


Audiences captivated 
by ‘Triangle Factory 
Fire Project’ 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The Top Notch Players received a 
standing ovation on the final night of 
their emotional performance of “The 
Triangle Factory Fire Project.” 

Bryafi Burns-Fedele, former Top 
Notch Player and audience member 
said, “I thought it was a beautiful 
piece. Everyone did a wonderful job. 
It was a very emotional piece and I 
thought they conveyed the depth of 
the piece very well.” 

On the afternoon of March 25, 
1911, a terrible fire broke out on the 
eighth, ninth and 10th floors of the 
Asch Building in New York City. The 
Asch Building was home to the 
Triangle Waist Company and 500 
employees. The fire claimed the lives 
of 146 garment workers, most of them 
young immigrant girls, within 
approximately 30 minutes. 

The Asch Building was not 
equipped with a sprinkler system and 
many of the doors remained locked 
during working hours to ensure that 
employees were not stealing. Also, 
the fire escapes of the building were 
inadequate and collapsed under the 
weight of hundreds of workers trying 
to escape from the burning building. 
The poor working environment of the 
Triangle Waist Company led many of 
the immigrant workers to leap the 80 
foot drop to their deaths. 

Typically, a production of this 
magnitude would seem morbid, how- 
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ever, instead of an overdramatic reen- 


actment of the tragic story of the 
deaths of the immigrant workers, the 
lights were simply dimmed and the 
character slowly walked off stage. 
This technique imprinted a powerful 
yet tasteful image of the intensity of 
the actual events. The production staff 
deserves much praise. The subtle light 
changes and a few sound bytes of 
crackling flames worked for this per- 
formance. 


Adding to the atmosphere was the _ 


intimate setting of the Top Notch 
Theater was entirely appropriate for 
the production. “The Triangle Factory 
Fire Project” was less theatrical in its 
performance. The characters of the 
play spoke directly to the audience 
keeping them engaged and informed. 

It is unnecessary to single out any 
one cast member above the rest for 
outstanding performance, because all 


of the actors did an amazing job. The’ 


actors were all appropriately cast to 
their respective roles. The play was 
extremely challenging considering 
the multiple roles required of many of 
the cast members as well as the wide 
variety of accents they perfected in 
such a short amount of time. 

“Tt was exhausting work,” said 
director Jim Murphy. “There were so 
many challenges to this piece. I had a 
lot of high hopes for what we might 
be able to do with it and I think we 
accomplished a lot with the piece. It 
exceeded my expectations.” 

The production was a true suc- 
cess, spreading awareness of the 
American history and calling atten- 
tion to the fact that poor working con- 
ditions still exist in today’s society. 

“It’s a shame it’s over,” said cast 
member Aaron Foss. “It’s odd how a 
story of tragedy can bring people 
together in real life like it did us.” 


Chiklis returns to FX with ‘The Shield’ 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Contributing Reporter 


Michael Chiklis, a Lowell, Mass. 
native, returned to the FX network in 
his Emmy Award-winning role as 
rogue detective Vic Mackey for the 
season premiere of the sixth season 
of the hit television series “The 
Shield” on April 3. 

Aside from acting in the series, 
Chiklis also produces the show, 
which has managed to stir up praise 
from TV Guide critic Matt Roush, 
who said, “This is some of the best 
TV you'll see all year. Sensational 
and electrifying.” 

Chiklis is accompanied by 
returned actors Walton Goggins and 
David Snell as fellow Strike Team 
members who pursue the death of 
one of their own. 

Recent Academy Award-winning 
actor Forrest Whitaker has a theory 
of his own as Internal Affairs investi- 
gator Lt. Jon Kavanaugh, who 
believes Vic is responsible for the 
death of his close friend despite the 
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‘The Shield’ packs eye popping, jaw 
dropping, mind boggling entertain- 
ment to the graphically tolerant. 


fondness between the two. 

Chiklis and Whitaker shine 
together on the small screen, as they 
did last season, with intense dialogue 
and outrageous situations, which live 
up to the standards set by the previ- 
ous five seasons. Their chemistry is 
borderline creepy, enough to conjure 
up goose bumps in a pleasing sort of 
way. Their performance is match 
only by that of acclaimed actress, 
Glenn Close, in season four. 

FX continues to push the barriers 
of censorship with the vulgarity and 
graphic nature of “The Shield.” For a 
program that airs on basic cable at 10 
p.m. on a Tuesday night, they are 
allowed to use profanity and gore. 


The latest installment featured 
an expletive at least 8 times, not to 
mention once or twice simultane- 
ously. But as someone that believes 
censorship prohibits the develop- 
ment of awareness in people I’m 
pleased to see that the standards for 
quality programming have been 
revised: 

“The Shield” packs eye pop- 
ping, jaw dropping, mind boggling 
entertainment to the graphically 
tolerant and those in search of titil- 
lation. It will not disappoint, so 
next Tuesday check out FX at 10 
p.m., or 11 because they run an 
encore in case you missed the first 
show. 


TUESDAYS 


10PM 
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Lowell, Mass. native Michael Chiklis stars in the FX 


series “The Shield.” 
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Gwen Stefani s new 
album doesn t 
impress listeners 


By ALLISON BOISSONEAU 
Contributing Reporter 


Music is a rather impressive 
form of art that can inspire a range 
.af emotions on a large spectrum. 
Some music makes you feel 
relaxed, cheerful or other positive 
feelings. 

But sometimes, it has the com- 
plete opposite effect. 

Sometimes, music can inspire 
negative emotions. 

Gwen Stefani’s newest album is 
one that certainly does. 

Now I admit, I have enjoyed 
Ms. Stefani’s tunes in the past. But 
this CD does little to invoke any 
positive emotions. 

In fact, I will use a euphemism 
to describe what her new musical 
numbers do for me — every time I 
listen to one of her new songs, bile 
rises to the back of my throat. 

The music on this CD should 
not be called “music” at all. 

It is merely a horrid cacophony of 


rises to the back of my throat. 


clashing sounds and rehashed techno 
numbers stolen from other artists. 

Stefani does not even sing any- 
more. Half the time, she talks 
throughout her songs. 

The beautiful melody that was 
her voice in “No Doubt” is gone. 
Instead, she raps _ pathetically 
backed up by a repugnant bass beat 
with trombones blaring on such 
songs as “Wind It Up,” a deplorable 
number that that was _ poorly 
received by the general public. 

There are simple rules when it 
comes to music: certain things do 
not mesh well together. 

Stefani combines techno music 
and snippets of a song from “The 
Sound of Music” to create “Wind It 
Up.” Also, she talks in a monotone 
voice while the trombones, the bass 
line, and the discotheque-like music 
clash together in the background. 


And of course, Stefani has the 
idea to yodel during the song too. 
So basically, “Wind It Up” consists 
of not only clashing cymbals, trom- 
bones, techno music, and horrid 
monotone dialogue, it also now has 
Gwen yodeling. 

Is it really any wonder why this 
so-called “song” garnered very little 
praise and fans? 

Chuck Taylor of Billboard 
Magazine even referred to this piece 
as a “musical brain aneurysm.” 

The lyrics are also pointless, 
Stefani once again advertising her 
clothing line “L.A.M.B.” 

How can anyone find this song 
entertaining? 

Do not allow me to get started 
on the other songs. “The Sweet 
Escape” has a repetitive annoying 
beat to it and Stefani ruins the song 
by making a hard attempt to sound 


Gwen Stefani has come a long way since her days 


with “No Doubt.” 


breathy and seductive. 

The lyrics are so insipid and 
unbelievably pathetic, it’s hard to take 
her seriously anymore. Most of the 
lyrics on the CD are irritating to listen 
to and Gwen has definitely changed 
her style, but not for the better. 


My honest opinion is for every- 
one to skip this album because it 
renders itself a wreck. Stefani’s 
music has become horrendous. She 
is trying too hard to appeal to the 
pre-pubescent masses and she fails 
horribly. 


‘Grindhouse’ reminiscent of ‘70s version 


By ROGER MOORE 
The Orlando Sentinel 


It comes from such a pure place 
and finishes with such a rush that 
you have to cut “Grindhouse” all 
sorts of slack. 

This lurid, obscenely long hom- 
age to the cars, corpses and copula- 
tion Z-pictures of the 1970s cap- 
tures the cheese, the verve and the 
, movie lover's reverence for the 
“medium that was evident in the 
original “grindhouse” movies, films 
catering to an unso- 
phisticated audi- 
ence in an era when 
mass movie-going 
was in danger of 
fading away. 

Qwentin 
Tarantino, who pro- 
vides that final 
flourish to this dou- 
ble-feature with the 
climax to his road- 

. wrecking ride, “Death Proof,” goes 
for the jugular ... and the carotid 
and superior vena cava in his imita- 
tion of the lowbrow thrills that 
made him America’s great grind- 
house holdout. What he went for 
here is nothing less than a revival 
of what it means to be young and 
itching for that next cheap thrill 
that only an over-the-top action pic- 
ture or horror film — seen in a the- 
ater with an audience — can pro- 
vide. 

Three hours and 11 minutes of 
movies, “prevues,” vintage intersti- 

* Cials (the snack bar plugs and “our 
feature presentation” announce- 
ments) take you back to what it 
meant to sit through a “grind,” a 
continuously showing presentation 
at a seedy downtown theater or 
drive-in. 

»» “Grindhouse” 


pairs Robert 


Rodriguez’s “Night of the Living 
Dead” zombie-movie knockoff, 
“Planet Terror,” with Tarantino’s 
ode to tough-talking chicks and 
Dodge Challengers -— “Death 
Proof.” 

The Tarantino picture has a cou- 
ple of terrific performances (Kurt 
Russell and Zoe Bell) and stunning 
car-stunts. But the Rodriguez movie 
~all gore, over-the-top violence and 
goofy one-liners — feels like the real 
grindhouse contender here. 

“Planet Terror” is about a viral 
agent that turns first troops sta- 
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There must have been a worldwide 
fake-blood and brain fluid shortage 
when Rodriguez filmed this thing. 


tioned in the Middle East, then the 
folks back home, into flesh- 
eating/flesh-eaten zombies. Rose 
McGowan is the pole-dancer who 
sees her stand-up comedy career 
wrecked when she loses a leg to 
these freaks. Freddy Rodriguez is El 
Wray, the avenging angel ex- 
boyfriend and tow-truck driver who 
wants to save her. 

C-actors Jeff Fahey, Michael 
Biehn, Michael Parks and Josh 
Brolin chew through the scenery 
and each other in a bid to save 
themselves and others. Brolin, as an 
emergency room doc faced with a 
cheating wife (Marley Shelton) and 
a hospital filled with gaping virus 
wounds, opts for marital revenge, in 
between blunt bedside moments 
with patients 

“We gotta lose the arm, Joe.” 

McGowan, as “Cherry Darling,” 


ends up replacing a leg with an 
automatic weapon, which puts her 
dance skills to good use. But being 
newly legless doesn’t keep her char- 
acter from adventures in the sack, 
another staple of the grindhouse. 

There must’ve been a world- 
wide fake-blood and brain fluid 
shortage when Rodriguez filmed 
this thing. Messy. 

Tarantino’s film is a sadistic ode 
to muscle cars and “organic” movie 
stuntwork that shows just how 
much is missing every time Nic 
Cage ducks a digitally created 
Chrysler. This is 
real rending steel 
and burning rub- 
ber, as an aged, 
scarred stuntman 
(Kurt Russell, 
hilarious and icon- 
ic) takes out his 
frustrations on 
women by wreck- 
ing them in his 


vintage muscle 
car. 
As in “Kill Bill,” Tarantino 


matches lethal, grizzled male action 
stars with empowered tough grrrrrls 
(Rosario Dawson, Tracie Thoms 
and stunt-woman Zoe Bell) who 
sputter lots of Tarantino tough-talk 

none of which is printable here. 

Tarantino still can’t act a lick. 
The music (Tarantino’s soul and 
classic-rock picks) and cars are 
dated. The directors ogle and objec- 
tify the women, even the empow- 
ered ones, in the worst grindhouse 
tradition. Both features are far too 
long, with Tarantino’s set-up for 
“Death Proof’ — tarted-up women 
talking dirty and drinking in an 
Austin bar — right on the edge of 
interminable. 

But the gag “prevues” are a hoot 

with Rob Zombie’s “Werewolf 
Women of the SS.” and 
Rodriguez’s “Machete” (starring his 
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Two GREAT MOVIES FOR THE PRICE OF ONE! 


Courtesy photo 


“Grindhouse” was released in theaters on April 6. 


battle-scarred muse, Danny Trejo) 
promising enough to become real 
grindhouse sequels. 

You go to “Grindhouse” for the 
same reasons people went to the 
original grindhouses — primal, vis- 
ceral action and primal, visceral sex 
(wait’ll you see how that’s han- 
dled). Nobody ever went for the act- 
ing or “the art.” 

You may not buy into 
Tarantino’s ex-video store clerk the- 


sis, scripted into the lines of a cou- 
ple of characters, that movies from 
“Piranha” to “Vanishing Point,” 
“Black Caesar” to “White Line 
Fever” were “classics,” the “great- 
est American movies ever.” But 
you'll certainly connect with their 
appeal. The critical favorites of the 
‘70s may endure, but the high-ener- 
gy junk playing at the drive-ins was 
anything but a grind. 
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LiFe IN KELL ©1991 £2007 ~ 


PRAWN 16 YEARS Ato -- 
DA Hou SMEETLy IT ML TURNED QUT / 


RELAX, IT'S 
OKAY. YOU'RE 
JUST NERVOUS, 


WHEN WE'VE KickeO 
SADDAM HUSSEIN 


THEN WE BOms 
IRA@ INTO COMPLETE 
SUBMISSION. 


Jeqye. He's no 


MaYbe Ernest 
indigenous te the Park : are 


Should be banned 
for bang gullible 


NO, THEY WE occupy 
KOWAIT UNTIL 


by Aaron Wamer 


WOULD? EXPLAIN WHY 
LWAS SO MOIST 
AND DRIZZLY LAST 
WEEK. 


SAYS SUNNY DAYS AND 
CLEAR SKIES. THAT 
SOUNDS UPLIFTING! 


YOUR HOROSCOPE, Oh. 
DUDE? IT SOUNDS jh 


cartoonstudiostimsn.com 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Threat ender 
7 Ruby of “Peyton 
Place” 
10 Angelic aura 
14 Plunder at sea 
15 Music genre 
16 Opera song 
17 Pay no heed to 
18 LAX info 
19 Track gathering 
20 Without a sound 
22 Seles shot 
23 Afore 
24 Snakelike fish 
25 “Norma __” 
26 Tiny colonists 
27 Colonel of KFC 
31 Abdominal 
exercises 
34 Watchman 


“For the last time, it’s NOT mange! 35 Blood channel 


} = 36 Male offspring 
: ness! 
It's male-pattern baldness! 37 O Y 


Kippur 
38 Flows copiously 
40 Treated roughly 


41 Ends a phone © 2007 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
call All rights reserved. 


42 Open-hand blow 
43 Sleep letters 
44 Move 6 Grommets Solutions 
emotionally 7 Accoutrements 
45 Powerful ruler: 8 Swallows 
abbr. 9 Clean air grp. 
48 Book of maps 10 Overacted 
51 Trivial wrangler 11 Location 
53 Circle 12 Baloney 
54 Singer Rawls 13 Word of honor 
55: Pay tribute to 21 Ernie of the links 
56 Greatly 22 California city 
57 Can.-Mex. go- 25 Bled 
between 26 Signatures 
58 Wears away 27 D.C. VIP 
59 Capacious 28 Eve’s grandson 
boats 29 Auberjonois of 
60 “Ive__a “Boston Legal” 
Secret” 30 Snow coaster 
61 Cavalry swords 31 Pageant 
accessory 
DOWN 32 Nebraska 
1 Think out loud neighbor : 
2 Strictness 33 1982 Disney sci- 42 R-V connection 
3 Ford from fi film 44 Settle on public assignment 
Tennessee 34 Distress signal land 50 Security device 
4 Southeast Asian 36 Cal. abbr. 45 Duck past 51 Middling 
nation 39 Hive noise 46 Poetic measure 52 Amorphous 


5 Some football 40 Assumed 47 Iron amount 
plays names 48 mater 54 Blockhead 
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“Oh, no! | shouldn’t have used the steroids!” 
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A guide to Next Gen hardware 


Find the platform 
‘that is right for you 


By DANIEL POTOCKI 
Trends Editor 


“Next Gen” — even the words 
sound futuristic. Sony, Nintendo, and 
Microsoft have all released their new 
consoles and now that the holidays 
are over, consumers may actually be 
able to get their hands on the console 
of their choosing. With that in mind, 
the Trends Section proudly presents 

“fis guide to Next Gen gaming hard- 
ware. 

First is the PlayStation 3 (PS3). 
The PlayStation 1 (PS1) and 
PlayStation 2 (PS2) dominated the 
last two console generations. Does 
the PS3 live up to its heritage? Will it 
be the biggest of the big three con- 
soles? The answer is somewhere 
between no and maybe. 

Technologically speaking the 
PS3 is by far the most powerful sys- 
tem. The 3.2 GHZ Cell processor is 
capable of putting out some sérious 
computing power, most likely more 
‘than your home computer. Combine 
that with a 20 or 60 GB hard drive 
and you have the makings of a graph- 
ical powerhouse. All that power, 
however, comes at a price. The PS3 
ships new in two versions, basic and 
premium. 

The basic is a stripped down ver- 
sion of the PS3, it includes all the 
essentials, including the 20 gig hard 
drive, HDTV port, wireless 
Bluetooth controller, and an Ethernet 
port for an Internet connection. The 
Basic package retails for a hefty 
$499, before you put down another 
$60 for a game. 

The Premium package replaces 
the 20 GB hard drive for a 60 GB 
hard drive, chrome trim, a flash card 
reader, and a built in wireless Internet 
connection. The Premium retails for 
a bank breaking $599, again before 
whe $60 for a single game. 

Speaking of $60 for a game, the 
list PS3 games out now are miser- 
able. The two titles that stick out the 
most are “MotorStorm,” a game 
about off-road racing, and 
“Resistance: Fall of Man,” a science 
Asction action game along the lines of 
“Halo.” The future does look a little 


brighter with a new “Ratchet and 
Clank” game, “Lair,” a game were 
you play as a dragon, and in October, 
“Grand Theft Auto 4.” 

When you purchase a PS3 you 
buy potential. Right now the few 
games that are out cost a lot, the con- 
sole costs a lot more, and the future is 
unclear. But the PS3 does have the 
most powerful hardware on the mar- 
ket, which means that if game devel- 
opers latch on, the system could see 
some really amazing exclusive titles. 

The Trends Section’s final verdict 
is to wait and see. With no games 
exclusive to the PS3 being triple A, 
must play titles, and with such a high 
price point, the PS3 is just not worth it 
yet. In time if the market turns then 
get one, but in the mean time, wait. 

That brings us to our next con- 
sole, Nintendo’s Wii (pronounced 
“we’’).. Nintendo said when the big 
three first started announcing their 
Next Gen consoles that it was going 
to try something different, and the Wii 
if anything, is really different. The 
console is roughly the size of two 
DVD cases next to each other on a 
shelf making it by far the smallest of 
the Next Gen consoles. Graphically 
the system is capable of about the 
same out put as the game cube, and it 
does not have HD compatibility. What 
it does have is perhaps the single 
biggest gamble in gaming history, its 
controller. 

The Wii ships with the Wii 
remote, which looks like a normal TV 
clicker, except that it is motion sensi- 
tive. So in a game that involves sword 
fighting the player wields the Wii 
Remote like a sword, hacking and 
slashing at the air, or if fishing then a 
flick of the wrist could hook a fish. 
Technology like this is truly revolu- 
tionary, but also a bit of a gamble. 

Games built for the Wii, like “Wii 
Sports” which comes packaged with 
the console, or “Rayman: Raving 
Rabbits” take advantage of the motion 
detection well and deliver an amaz- 
ingly new gaming experience. 
However other games like “Red 
Steel,” become almost unplayable 
when the sensitivity isn’t dialed in 
just right. Also games that are made 
for all three systems might have a 
hard time converting their controls to 
the Wii. The family pack (currently 
the only way to even dream of getting 
one) retails for $549.92, but the price 
doesn't really matter, because unless 
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The Xbox 360 retails for $299. 
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The Nintendo Wii retails for $549.92. 


you’re sitting on a pre-order list, 
there is little chance of finding one 
for a while. 

The family pack ships with the 
console, two controllers, a stand, a | 
GB memory card, and five games, all 
together making it an excellent value, 
if you can find one. The five games 
are “Wii Sports,” “The Legends of 
Zelda: Twilight Princess,” “Cooking 
Mama: Cook Off,” “Sonic and the 
Secret Rings” and “Super Monkey 
Ball Banana Blitz.” 

The Trends Section’s final verdict 
is that if you can get a Wii, then it 
might just be the perfect system for 
you. The Wii is perfect for a family 
looking for light-hearted fun, with 
some online options and, down the 
road, more mature content. The 
value, and innovation, combined with 
a truly quality line up of products and 
games makes the Wii a must own for 
casual and serious gamers alike. 

Finally that brings us to the Xbox 
360, the current king of the console 
mountain. In the last console genera- 
tion Sony and the PS2 ruled the mar- 
ket by adopting a strategy of being as 
mainstream as possible. By having 
more games than anyone else they 
had more good games than anyone 
else, they also had a line up of triple 
A, must play exclusive titles. With 
the Next Gen consoles, however, 
Microsoft has taken that business 
model and applied it to the Xbox 360. 
The 360 has something for everyone, 
and has also been out the longest, 
meaning that many of the kinks have 
been worked out of the system and it 
is completely available in stores. 

The 360 is not as powerful as the 
PS3 but is still capable of pumping 
out amazing graphics that can truly 
be called Next Gen. Combine that 
with its HD compatibility and price 
range and you have a real winner on 
your hands. 

The Xbox 360 ships new in three 
different package configurations: the 
Core System, the Premium System, 
and the Elite System. 

The Core System is a streamlined 
version of the system that packs only 
the console in white and a wired con- 
troller. This configuration does not 
include a hard drive for saving your 
game and is very bare bones. But ata 
price point of $299, it’s the cheapest 
road to Next Gen gaming goodness. 

The Premium System retails for 
$399 but for the extra hundred dollars 


you get the system, a wireless con- 
troller, a 20 GB hard drive, an 
Ethernet cable, an Xbox live headset, 
and a month of Xbox live gold, the 
subscription-based online game play 
system for the Xbox 360. 

The Elite System will retail $499 
and come in black. It will also 
include a 120 GB hard drive and 
everything in the Premium System. 

If the variety of console options 
and prices aren’t impressive then the 
options in games sure are. “Gears of 
War,” “Guitar Hero,” “Lost Planet,” 
“Dead Rising,” “Ghost Recon 
Advanced War Fighter 2” — the list 
goes on. Then when you think that 
most titles in the future will be released 
on the 360 including “Grand Theft 
Auto 4” and “Halo 3,” the 360 really 
shows its value. The Trends Section’s 
final verdict is simple: If you want 
Next Gen gaming, buy an Xbox 360. 

This is only the beginning of the 
Next Gen consoles. In the future 
price points will drop, more games 
will come out, and by Christmas the 
field could look completely differ- 
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ent. Also you may not need to rush 
out and get a Next Gen console just 
yet. The Xbox has been shelved in 
favor of the Xbox 360, the same goes 
for the Gamecube, but the PS2 still 
has some life left in it. By this 
Christmas, it’s going to be time for 
Next Gen. That being said, all three 
consoles have years of great back 
catalog games that you can get used 
really cheap. 

If you’re dead set on getting a 
new Next Gen console then you 
must basically decide between the 
Nintendo Wii, or the Xbox 360. 
Both are excellent machines. The 
Wii will go over really well with 
younger kids while still having 
some mature content. On the other 
hand, the 360 is geared more to late 
teens and adults. So your choice of 
system really depends for whom it 
is purchased. But if you can only 
have one, and it is a toss up, then get 
the Xbox 360. Its range of content 
and strong support from game 
developers will pay off now and in 
the future. 


The PlayStation 3 retails for $599. 
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New Web site helps diners choose healthier food - 


Net surfing gets a 
healthy boost 


By MIKE ZAPLER 
MCT Wire 


SACRAMENTO Super-sized fast- 
food combos. Piles of pasta. Dessert. 
Dining out can be a disaster for those 
waging war against the waistline. 

But a new Web site healthydin- 
ingfinder.com allows consumers to 
plug in a city or zip code, and up pops a 
list of restaurants in the area with a 
selection of menu items that meet cer- 
tain healthy criteria, such as lower calo- 
ries and fat content. 

The site was produced by a San 
Diego company in tandem with the 
National Restaurant Association, and so 
far it’s dominated by chains Chevy’s, 
Domino’s and even Burger King that 
pay a fee to be listed. 

But the California restaurant associ- 
ation, which opposes current efforts by 
lawmakers to force its members to pro- 
vide nutritional information on menus, is 
encouraging others to participate. 

Dieticians and health advocates 
called the site a welcome development 
in the fight against obesity and diabetes, 
among other growing health epidemics. 
But some skeptics question how many 
people would bother to log online for a 
research session before heading to 
Chili’s. Others suspect a public rela- 
tions stunt by the restaurant industry to 
fend off tougher government rules. 


“The timing surely isn’t a coinci- 
dence,” said California Sen. Alex 
Padilla, D-Pacoima, the author of legis- 
lation to require chain restaurants to 
post nutritional information on their 
menus, which the Senate health com- 
mittee approved last week in a 6-2 vote. 
“People deserve to know what they’re 
eating when they’re making their 
choices in a restaurant.” 

But Jot Condie, chief of the 
California Restaurant Association, said 
the site strikes a balance between giv- 
ing health-conscious diners nutritional 
information, and thrusting that infor- 
mation at others who just want a happy, 
guilt-free meal. He said the timing of 
the launch had nothing to do with the 
proposal in the Legislature. 

Some people know that eating a 
“deep dish cheese pepperoni pizza isn’t 
necessarily the path to becoming a run- 
way model,” Condie said, “but they’re 
doing it because they want good food.” 

Jumpstarted with a grant from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the San Diego company 
Healthy Dining has been working on 
the site for more than a year, but offi- 
cials just began promoting it in 
California this month. It’s clearly a 
work in progress. 

Many of the restaurants listed on 
the site are fast-food spots, such as 
Burger King — think Whopper Junior, 
hold the mayo and cheese, garden salad 
and bottled water. A search for restau- 
rants in San Francisco, one of the top 
dining destinations in the world, turns 


up establishments such as Chevy’s, 
Bucco di Beppo, Domino’s and 
Hooter’s. Several restaurants (includ- 
ing Hooter’s) actually have no menu 
items listed; the site says they are 
“coming soon.” 

A presentation on Tuesday to pro- 
mote the Web site drew a top aide to 
Goy. Amold Schwarzenegger, Health 
and Human Services Secretary Kim 
Belshe, who said it jibes with the gover- 
nor’s crusade to promote healthier 
lifestyles. Afterward, people noshed on 
chicken tortilla soup from El Pollo Loco 
and pizza topped with sun dried toma- 
toes and kalamata from Buca di Beppo. 

Whether the site can attract the 
people who would benefit from it most 
and not just hard-core health junkies 
remains to be seen. 

Two diners who were digesting 
lunch at a PF. Chang’s one of the 
Healthy Dining’s participating restau- 
rants debated that question Tuesday 
afternoon. Count Denise Brown, a 
retired state worker who tends her own 
herb garden at home, as a fan of the idea. 

Had she looked at the site before- 
hand, Brown said, she might have 
ordered the mixed veggies or the 
asparagus. Instead she and her hus- 
band, David, shared the calamari and 
the moo shu pork. 

But both also said that having the 
health information at the restaurant would 
be preferable to looking it up online. 

“Td like to have the information on 
the menu,” David Brown said, “even 
though I might not pick it.” 


When the choices available seem suspiciously 
unhealthy, “People deserve to know what they’re eating 
when they’re making their choices in a restaurant,” 
says California Sen. Alex Padilla. 


Another lingering question is 
whether those inclined to check out 
menus ahead of time might come away 
disappointed with 
healthydiningfinder.com’s heavy offer- 
ings of fast food and chain restaurants. 

But the site’s backers say they 
expect the listings to grow exponential- 
ly in the coming months, as word 


spreads, to include smaller independent 
restaurants. Currently about 250 restau- 


rants with 30,000 locations are listed. 


“Our vision is to include one-unit 
large 
chains,” said Erica Bohm, a Healthy 
Dining vice president and director of 
strategic partnerships, “and everything 


independent restaurants to 


in between.” 


ARIES (March 21- 
46 April 20) Family accept- 

5 ance and social support 

Aries will increase over the next 
9 days. Areas affected are workplace 
decisions, missed home opportunities 
or canceled plans. Loved ones will 
soon appreciate your strict time 
schedule or daily obligations. Past 
misgivings need to fade: respond 
with compliments and affection. 
After Thursday, vital social or 
romantic discussions are accented. 
Key issues may involve past promis- 
es. Stay alert: friends and lovers will 
be unusually sensitive. 


/ TAURUS (April 21- 
‘May 20) A romantic part- 
ner or trusted friend may 
this week request extra 
time or consideration. Some 
Taureans will now experience minor 
social differences and a wave of new 
emotional demands. Maintain a 
strong balance, if possible, and 
expect a unique compromise to soon 
be suggested. After mid-week, pay 
close attention to the subtle hints or 
comments of key officials. Revised 
team assignments may soon be 
announced. Remain open: instruc- 
tions will be fast and unpredictable. 
| | June 21) Friends or lovers 
may this week question 
Gemine your recent job decisions 
or workplace insight. 
Over the next few days, expect 
repeated behaviors or mistrust 
between colleagues to be a prime 
concern. Although career potential is 
high, business relations may be tem- 
porarily strained. Avoid acting as 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 


team leader until roles are clearly 
defined and all will be well. After 
Saturday, news from a distant friend 
or relative may trigger unique travel 
plans. Group celebrations are accent- 
ed: be receptive. 


CANCER (June 22- 
O> July 22) New flirtations 
may now be controversial 
Aaa rid distracting. This 
week, many Cancerians will experi- 
ence several days of intense sensual- 
ity and renewed romantic interest. 
Opt for ethical, long-term commit- 
ments, if possible, and expect social 
or family politics to be highly 
demanding. Later this week, a com- 
plex workplace decision may initiate 
new hiring practices or revised busi- 
ness routines. Bosses and managers 
will avoid detailed explanations. 
Remain patient: all is well. 


Se, 


Leo 


50 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) For many Leos repeat- 
ed love affairs and vivid 
physical attraction are 
accented over the next 
eight days. Pay special attention to 
returning colleagues or friends from 
the past. Romantic invitations and 
social overtures will be emotionally 
rewarding but short-lived. Remain 
cautious. After Thursday, meaningful 
family discussions are highlighted. 
Several months of postponed or 
ignored home duties now need to 
fade. Ask loved ones for active par- 
ticipation: you won't be disappoint- 


Ih) 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Business and 
financial decisions will 
this week require lengthy 
discussion. After 


Monday, a close friend or relative 
may present an unexpected legal 
problem, business proposal or work- 
place challenge. Carefully study 
missed payments and ask for full 
details: over the next nine days, boss- 
es and managers will insist on the 
accuracy of facts, figures and esti- 
mates. Later this weekend, physical 
energy and social interest may be 
low: if possible, rest and enjoy quiet 
home activities. 


QO 


Libra 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Physical vitality will 
now increase. Over the 
next few days, watch for a 
powerful wave of roman- 
tic awareness, fitness and social 
interest to arrive. For many Librans, 
several months of family disillusion- 
ment or stalled intimacy will now 
end. Use this time to clearly define 
the emotional obligations of loved 
ones. Guidance and confidence are 
needed. After Friday, a rare business 
or financial opportunity may demand 
decision. Don't hesitate to join in: 


there's much to be gained. 
Noy. 22) Early this week, 


L, a friend or work mate may 

Scorpte purposely offer a vague 
description of past promises or 
events. Social alliances and group 
dynamics are key issues. Don't rely 
on others for important information: 
over the next 6 days your own 
instincts will provide the necessary 
wisdom. Friday through Sunday, 
someone close may require complex 
business or financial advice. Legal 
issues or government restrictions 
may prove inescapable. Encourage 
new paperwork and detailed records. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


SAGITTARIUS 
x (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) A 
long-term friendship may 
Sagittarius this week begin to fade. 
Changing lifestyles, new 
social outlets or unresolved romantic 
triangles may be contributing factors. 
Unproductive relationships will soon 
provide obvious clues and emotional 
hints. Go slow. After Wednesday, a 
deep wave of intuition, family sensi- 
tivity and romantic insight arrives. 
Some Sagittarians will also receive a 
powerful glimpse into the future of a 
new relationship. Study minor hints 
and comments for valuable clues. 


6 


Capricorn, 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) Social timing 
and family change are 


long-term relationships. After a peri- 
od of silence, friends or close rela- 
tives will now benefit from public 
discussion. Address underlying feel- 
ings but avoid difficult decisions. 
Empathy will move relationships for- 
ward. Later this week, an older col- 
league may relinquish control of an 
important project. Remain commit- 
ted to the success of team activities: 
hidden politics or private power 
struggles may be in operation. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
Feb. 19) Honesty in fami- 
ly discussions will work 
to your advantage this 
week. Repeated social mistakes. or 
differences between siblings may 
now require active intervention. 
Don't be shy. Over the next few 
weeks, loved ones and close relatives 
will follow your advice and study 
your actions for guidance. After mid- 


w 


Aquarius 


now vital to the success Of 


week, remain attentive to the private 
needs of an older colleague or offi- 
cial. Someone close may feel unusu- 
ally pressured by the emotional 
demands of a strained relationship. 
Stay balanced. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
} March 20) Money negoti- 
ations, home planning and 
practical decisions will 
this week require careful scrutiny. 
Records, past obligations or paper- 
work may soon prove important. 
Monday through Wednesday, study 
ownership documents, time allot- 
ments and detailed schedules for 
valuable clues. After mid-week, 
some Pisceans may be asked to par- 
ticipate in a private dispute between 
friends. If so, advocate rekindled 
trust and newfound understanding: 
family and home tensions will soon 
fade. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week: The 
coming year will activate your desire 
for creative fulfillment, travel or 
unique educational experiences. 
Before mid-May, expect social rest- 
lessness to motivate a variety of new 
hobbies or activities. The next four 
months are the more powerful sum- 
mer months in the past decade for 
fresh social outlets, lifestyle changes 
and renewed dedication to forgotten 
dreams. After Sept. 20, romantic pas- 
sions will also be affected: expect 
key relationships to be dramatic and 
socially complex. Listen to your 
instincts and make serious decisions: 
this is the right time for meaningful 
change. Early in 2008, complex busi- 
ness and financial improvements will 


arrive in all workplace relationships. 
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By Tom DIZAZzzo 


Contributing Reporter 
Dear Mr. 
Ros gf. 6 T 
Clemens, 
Now, I 


know that you 

and I haven't 

always seen 

eye to eye. We 

were friends 
since the day I was born, though 
you’ve been a complete jerk for the 
last decade. Just when I thought it 
couldn’t get any worse, you go and 
do this. 

First, let me ask if you. even 
remember the good ol’ days? Back 
when you won that MVP award, 
those three CY Youngs and domi- 
nated in those two incredibly mem- 

“ orable games where you struck out 
twenty batters in each of them. You 
know, when you were known as a 
good guy pitching for my Boston 
Red Sox. You do? That’s good, 
because that will always be the 
Roger Clemens I remember. 


PR ORER AI 


SE ee eS 
Sp hap Ss 5 


A letter to The Rocket, from one jilted fan 


Now, I know what you’re think- 
ing: “Come on, Tom. Dan Duquette 
ran me out of town, that’s the only 
reason I left the Red Sox. You can’t 
seriously hold a grudge about that. 
It wasn’t my fault, and I can change 
... | promise.” 

All right Roger, all groveling 
aside, I don’t hold grudges. To be 
honest, I never even gave you any 
thought for a 
while, so it was 
impossible to not 
like you. It was our 
general manager’s 
fault, though I 
would have done 
the same. From 
1993 to 1996 you 
were a disappoint- 
ing 40-39, I could 
have done better ... hmm, you’re 
probably right, but I would have 
given it my all. Regardless, we had 
to let you go. Business is business. 

To be honest, I was a little let 
down when you signed with the 
Evil Empire. You looked fat in pin- 
stripes, just so you know. I was 
shocked because I honestly thought 
you were better than that. I couldn’t 


know. 


have been happier though, when 
you whipped that broken bat at 
Mike Piazza ... that is the Roger 
Clemens I had gotten used to: the 
competitor, the man who respected 
the game and never gave in. Then, 
out of nowhere, you became this 
other person. 

I thought my hate for you had 
subsided once you retired for the 


ME Re 


To be honest, I was a little let down 
when you signed with the Evil Empire. 
You looked fat in pinstripes, just so you = ©™._You would 


first time. I gave you a standing 
ovation after you threw your last 
pitch in Fenway Park. I figured that 
you had deserved it. You will be a 
first ballot hall of famer, and you 
conducted yourself as one. Until 
you went and pulled this crap. 

You came back and pitched for 
the Astros. Okay, great you were 
out of the American League. You 


had a great season, whatever; I am 
man enough to admit it. Then, you 
complained about having to carry 
your bags through airports. Really? 
For serious? I didn’t know you 
were such a diva, but I didn’t care. 
I gave you another chance. 

In 2005, you demanded $22 
million for one year, and were 
given 18. That is a lot of money, 
Roger, how many 
new cars do you 
really need? 
Then you decided 
that you wouldn’t 
travel with the 


only pitch during 
home games. 
This, coming from 
a man who used to 
respect the game of baseball. 
Ridiculous. If this wasn’t enough, 
in 2006 you pulled the same thing. 
Except this time, you only played 
half the season and received a pro- 
rated contract of $18 million. 
Collecting $12 million for half a 
season. This is the reason for my 
letter. 

Rog, listen, you are still consid- 


ear Mr. Clemens... 


ered the best right-hander in the 
history of baseball. You have the 
most wins of any pitcher in the live 
ball era. But, you act like a prima 
donna who skips practice because 
you “don’t need it.” You don’t trav- 
el with the team. You stay at home 
and decide when you want to pitch. 
You desecrate the game of baseball, 
and show it nothing but disrespect. 
On your team you have players in 
their early 20s looking up to you as 
a role model. I hope they see what I 
see. A man, no, a boy who takes 
advantage of his previous statistics 
and acts like he is God. Do me a 
favor, get off your high horse, and 
play some baseball. Act like the 44- 
year-old man you are, and inspire 
young players to never stop reach- 
ing for the ceiling. Stop being such 
a jerk for just one second. 


Sincerely, 


Thomas DiZazzo 


P.S. Please sign with the Red 
Sox. 


Matsuzaka lives up to hype in his first start 


Daisuke pitches well in 
major league debut 


“By BRANDON GRAY 
Contributing Reporter 


When the Red Sox forked up $50 million 
just for the right to negotiate with Japanese star 
_pitcher Daisuke Matsuzaka, most fans and 
media were intrigued, but at the same time 
questioned the move by the Red Sox front 
office. “How can you invest so much in an 
unproven commodity?” A 


The day has come and gone, with 
Matsuzaka making his overly anticipated first 
start. With all the pressure that must have been 
on him. Considering the questions concerning 
the money paid, his credentials or his Japanese 
customs and work regimen. Not to mention 
the millions on television not only in the 
States, but also in his native country. All tuned 
in curious to see if he was going to live up to 
his billing. 

Matsuzaka did not let anyone down. He 
came out and was on his game. He pitched 
seven strong innings, tallying 10 strikeouts, 
allowing six hits and only one run, showing 

total command of his numer- 


topic always up for discus- --4-4-—_— ous pitches. These are solid 


sion after the team throws its 
money around, but more so 
when the player signed has 
never performed on such a 
high level like that of Major 
League Baseball. 

Matsuzaka did have an 
impressive track record, win- 
ning the majority of his starts 
in the Japanese league and 
posting high strikeout totals 
as well. His showing in last 
year’s World Baseball Classic in which he took 
home M.V.P. honors and lead his native Japan 
to the championship seemed to help raise his 
“stock” as it was this was the first time 
Matsuzaka had faced Major League talent 

Throughout the winter and spring training 
all around the country and especially here in 
and around Boston we have been experiencing 

«Matsuzaka Mania. The media is so interested 
in this guy. It’s not only the 120 some-odd 
members of the Japanese media that follow 
him around most everywhere. There has been 
much attention from the American media as 
well; ost of which tried to establish whether 
this guy was worth the big bucks tossed his 

“vhhy. 


numbers for any starting 


It seems to be the pitcher, especially one mak- 


ing his first start in the best 


perfect fit, a pitcher league, in a new country. To 
who loves the spot- most these conditions alone 


would be overwhelming. 


light and a team Then add in the inordinate 
where the spotlight amount of hype and empha- 


sis placed on this man to be 


is always turned on. successful. That’s a lot he 


had to live up to and it’s a 
testament to his sheer guts 
and fortitude that he came out and had the suc- 
cess he did 
“It was really such a normal day for me,” 
said Matsuzaka. “It’s a day I’ve been waiting 
for a very long time, but even given that fact, it 
felt surprisingly normal.” 
This only goes to prove what he’s all about. 
He likes to have ball in his hand in pressure sit- 
uations. He has the perfect mental makeup for 
a pitcher in Boston, where there is a playoff- 


type atmosphere with every home game. It 
seems to be the perfect fit, a pitcher who loves 
the spotlight and a team where the spotlight is 
always turned on. Most think he will perform 
very well this year, and after start number one, 
many of the critics have been convinced 


Courtesy photo 


Matsuzaka fires a pitch at a game in his native Japan. 


Knights perform well in 
opening games of season 


Sa SS eee, 


We have been playing well, but we 
haven't been able to put the nail in the 
coffin yet. Once we get going, watch 


Leary, Tellier up for 
player and pitcher 
of the week 


By JOE TERLIKOSKY 
Sports Editor 


Though th weather doesn’t 
show it with the snow still on the 
ground, spring is here and so is the 
start of the Northern Essex baseball 


season. 
Over the last week the team has 
got off to a good start going 1-1 in 


the Division, and 2-2 in the region. 
On March 27 the team played Dean 
College, a Division 2 school. The 
Knights bats came alive that day 
busting out 21 hits in a 15-4 win. 
Coach Quinlan was pleased with 
the outcome, especially since it 
came against a Division 2 school. 

On Saturday the Knights trav- 
eled to Manchester to play a dou- 
bleheader in which they split losing 
the first game 4-3, and winning the 
second game because of the 10 run 
mercy rule. “We have been playing 
well, but we haven’t found a way to 
put the nail in the coffin yet” 
Quinlan said. “Once we get going 
watch out.” 

In Game | the Knights had their 


out. 


-Knights coach Kerry Quinlan 


chances but left runners on base at 
crucial times and fell by a run in the 
end. Errors killed the Knights’ 
hopes. The pitching only allowed 
one earned run. Paul Vittizzo was 
2-4 with steals, and Keith Carter 
also had 2 hits with an RBI. , 

The next game proved to be no 
contest. NECC’s bats went nuts. 
J.T. Leary went 3-4 with two dou- 
bles and two steals. Guy Leva also 
chipped in for the offense with two 
hits and a couple of RBIs. 

The pitching also held down its 
end of the bargain. Joe Tellier 
pitched 5 innings, giving up only 2 
hits and no runs. Then Haverhill 
resident Jeff Maloney closed it out 
to seal the win. 

Both Leary and Tellier are up 
for pitcher and player of the week 
honors. 

Coach Quinlan feels that these 
next few weeks will be important 
for his team to get going. On April 


15 the Knights will play their 
archrival Massasoit at noon. 
Quinlan looks forward to that game 
to set the pace for the rest of the 
season. 

Now that the season has arrived 
the players expect to see a more 
intense coach than before. “In the 
fall and in spring training I let them 
play and relax,” Quinlan said. 

But once the season starts 
Quinlan feels he has an obligation 
to his team to be on top of his team, 
and make sure all of the players are 
on the same page. “If someone isn’t 
on my level he’s gone,” Quinlan 
said. 

The team now consists of 24 
guys who all have the same mind- 
set, and are on good terms with the 
coach. The Knights looked to be 
geared to have another successful 
season this Spring. Let’s just hope 
the weather can cooperate and get 
these guys outside instead of in. 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. When year did 
baseball insert the 
Wild Card? 


2. What team has the 
longest drought of 
not winning a World 
Series? 


3. What player stole 
40 bases and hit 40 
home runs last 
year? 


4. How many teams 


Knights Upcoming Schedule of Games has Roger Clemens 


Date Opponent Site Time H : 5 
4/10 Roxbury Home 3:30 p.m. pitched for in his 
4/11 Southern Maine Home 3:30 p.m. major leag ue Ca reer? 
4/12 Dean Home 4:00 p.m. 
4/14 Bunker Hill Away Noon 5. Who was the last 
4/15 Massassoit Away Noon pitcher to th rowa 
4/17 Southern Maine Away 3:30 p.m. perfect game? 
4/19 Roxbury Away 3:30 p.m. 
4/22 Mass Bay Home Noon 
4/24 Quinsigamond Away 3:30 p.m. 
4/25 Quinsigamond Home 3:30 p.m. 
souls 
4/28 Holyoke Home Noon pue ‘saayue, ‘she anig‘xospey ‘swee} p “p 
OURLIOS OSUOIY “€ 
5/5 MCCAC Away TBA sqng obeayo ey, “Z 
S661 “Lb 
‘SYAMSNV 
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The Expo offered local businesses 
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MV Chamber hosts 
‘ Business Expo 


Students learn about career oppotunities 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 
DANIEL POTOCKI 


Trends Editor 


Members of the community, as well as 
students, explored business and career oppor- 
tunities at a Business Expo hosted by The 
Merrimack Valley Chamber of Commerce on 
April 4 at the NECC Sport and Fitness 
Center. 

The MV Chamber of Commerce is a busi- 
ness-to-business resource network serving 
over 1,000 businesses throughout the 
.Merrimack Valley and Southern New 
Hampshire. 

“This our first event with the MV 
Chamber of Commerce and we came here as a 
way of saying, ‘This region is important to us.” 
This administration is all about outreach. We 
want to know what's happening on the street 

.and in the communities to make those places 
better for everyone. The first step to doing that 
is to come to events like this that support, not 
only the local business, but also the college 
and the students from local communities that 
go here,” said Linnea Walsh, press secretary 
for the Dept. of Labor. 
~ According to Wilfred N. Carpenter, vice 
president of sales and service for the MV 
Chamber of Commerce, the primary objective 
of The Business Expo was for business-to- 
business networking. The Expo offered local 
businesses the opportunity to display their 
services and products to the general public. 

_. "We're trying to put our name in the com- 
munity,” said Karen Kiriazis, executive vice 
president of NESC Federal Credit Union, a 
local bank. “We offer the same services as the 
big banks.” 


One of the 
* many eye- 
catching 
tables at the 
expo was this 
one by NECS 
Federal 
Credit Union. 


=<» 


“T want businesses of the area to be aware 
of these businesses that have taken time to 
raise that awareness level,” said Carpenter. 

The secondary objective of the Business 
Expo was to serve as a job fair for students, 
according to Carpenter. 

“T feel that it's a wonderful opportunity to 
experience different businesses and really get to 
know what's in our surrounding communities,” 
said Jessi Nappo-Mead, student at NECC. 

Students who attended the Business Expo 
were excited about potential job opportuni- 
ties. 

“I'm here to find a career,’ said Tom 
Bennett, a liberal arts student. “I have a stable 
job now, but I'm looking to expand my hori- 
zons. I'm going to talk to (Latitude) tomorrow 
about being a personal trainer.” 

“T'm looking for anything that will make me 
money,” said NECC journalism student Terry 
Ballard. “I’m a furniture delivery dude, so it'd 
be cool if I worked for Verizon, but I have 
Cingular so I don’t know if they'll like me.” 

The Business Expo also offered a lunch- 
eon for the businesses of the surrounding 
areas. Director of the Mass. Department of 
Labor, George Noel was a guest speaker at the 
luncheon. Noel spoke on issues of leadership 
and partnership. 

“Tt’s about being the type of leader that is 
willing to take chances and at the same time 
having the courage to be a good partner. 
Sometimes, you need to work with people you 
don't want to, but at the end of the day, its 
about securing jobs,” said Noel. 

The MV Chamber of Commerce will be 
holding another Business Expo on Oct. 4. For 
more information on this event or the MV 
Chamber of Commerce, contact Wilfred N. 
Carpenter at 978-686-0900 or visit www. 
merrimackvalleychamber.com. 


the opportunity to display their services and products to the general public. 


y 


AE 


Student Tom Bennett talks with a representative from Latitude 
about expanding his horizons by becoming a personal trainer. 
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The Expo was able to act as a job fair for students 
needing help finding a career path. 


All photos by Trends Editor Daniel Potocki 


